28.01.2019

Call from Women and LGBTI+ Organizations:

Turkey’s Candidate for Istanbul Convention Monitoring Committee (GREVIO) Must Be
Prof. Dr. Feride Acar!

In the call made by the Directorate General on the Status of Woman (Ministry of Family, Labour
and Social Services) for Turkey's candidate assignment to GREVIO, the monitoring organ of the
Istanbul Convention, it was announced that Turkey's candidate will be determined with the
consideration of public opinion. Yet, women’s and LGBTI+ organizations that are members of the
Istanbul Convention Monitoring Platform and have taken an active role in the process of creation
and ratification of the Istanbul Convention as well as in the formation of GREVIO, have not been
informed about the identity of those who applied to be Turkey’s candidate nor have their
opinions been sought at any stage of the process.

Nonetheless, as the Platform, on December 25, 2018, we sent a letter to the relevant authorities
stating that our candidate was Feride Acar. Although the process of nominating candidates will
be completed on February 1, 2019, no information has been provided to our side by the relevant
government agencies regarding the selection of candidates. We, therefore, think that the process
has not been carried out transparently.

Today, we are surprized to learn that a person who has taken part in various positions within
the government has been nominated. We believe, this nomination is in contradiction with
GREVIO candidacy criteria which asks for candidates to be independent from the government
and insists on their impartiality.

We believe a strong GREVIO candidate would need to be well-informed in the area of combating
violence against women as well as being independent and impartial. Thus, we believe that the
best choice for Turkey’s GREVIO candidate will be Feride Acar, who possesses the required
qualities and already has a well-deserved reputation that is identified with the Istanbul
Convention and GREVIO in Turkey as well as the Council of Europe circles.

As the Platform, we repeat once again, that our candidate is Feride Acar, who has the
qualifications indicated in Article 66 and other articles of the Convention and who is the current
President of GREVIO!

Prof.Dr. Feride Acar is the best candidate to increase the visibility and implementation of the
Istanbul Convention, throughout Europe and beyond which is critical for combating violence
against women globally. Additionally we believe the continuation of the mandates of the current
members of the GREVIO, which is the monitoring mechanism of a new convention, will help to
ensure that the Istanbul Convention is effectively implemented by states. As the monitoring
process of the Istanbul Convention is still of being consolidated, it is critical that an expert, as
Feride Acar, whose knowledge and experience in this area, also recognised by the international
community, should be allowed to continue the constructive role she has carried out from the
very beginning of the Istanbul Convention process.

We believe, Prof. Acar's membership, and possible presidency, in GREVIO for the coming term
would be also supported by the European and world women's movement.

We have difficulty understanding why Prof. Dr. Feride Acar, who currently presides over
GREVIO, is not nominated for this body again. We do not understand why the Republic of Turkey
has refrained from nominating her to GREVIO, a position she is amply qualified for on the bases
of her professional and personal characteristics (having been named among esteemed
academics and the most influential persons in the area of gender policy in 2018).

State parties should seek to nominate more than one candidate to GREVIO, as explicitly
recommended in Article 9 of the Convention in order to ensure this body has the best possible



composition of members. Despite this recommendation, we find the nomination of a single name
by Turkey problematic also in regard to relations with the Istanbul Convention and its
monitoring board.

Moreover, we think it is outrageous that Feride Acar, who has a unique expertise and long-time
experience with the Istanbul Convention, has been presiding over GREVIO, the most important
regional mechanisms on combating violence against women in Europe, since its inception is not
nominated even as a candidate to GREVIO by Turkey.

We demand that this error be corrected as soon as possible and Feride Acar to be indicated to
the Council of Europe as one of the Turkey’s candidates until February 1, 2019.
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Adana Kadin Dayanisma Merkezi (AKDAM)

Kapatilan Adiyaman Kadin Yasam Dernegi Emekgileri (AKAYDER)
Adiyaman Kadin Sorunlarini Arastirma ve C6ziim Dernegi (AKSAC)
Adiyaman Geng Kusak Girisimci Kadinlar ve istihdam Dernegi
Adiyaman Anadolu Is Kadinlar1 Dernegi

Amargi [zmir

Antalya Kadin Danisma Merkezi ve Dayanisma Dernegi

Ankara Feminist Kolektif

Avrupa Kadin Lobisi - Tiirkiye Koordinasyonu (AKL - Tiirkiye)

. Ayvalik Bagimsiz Kadin Inisiyatifi

. Bagimsiz Kadin Dernegi-Mersin

. Bodrum Kadin Dayanisma Dernegi

. Buca Evka -1 Kadin Kiiltiir ve Dayanisma Dernegi (BEKEV)
. Kapatilan Ceren Kadin Dernegi Emekgileri

. Cinsel Siddetle Miicadele Dernegi

. Cinsiyet Esitligi izleme Dernegi (CEID)

. Canakkale Kadin El Emegini Degerlendirme Dernegi (ELDER)
. Demir Leblebi Kadin Dernegi

. Edirne Kadin Merkezi Danisma Dernegi

. Edirne Kent Konseyi Kadin Meclisi

. Engelli Kadin Dernegi

. ESITIZ - Esitlik izleme Kadin Grubu

. Esit Yasam Dernegi

. Ev Eksenli Calisan Kadinlar Grubu

. Ev Kadinlan Kiiltiir ve Dayanisma Dernegi (EVKAD)

. Femin & Art Uluslararasi Kadin Sanatcilar Dernegi (10 Sube)
. Filmmor Kadin Kooperatifi

. Foga Baris Kadinlari

. GEN-DER Toplumsal Cinsiyet Calismalar1 Kolektifi

. Hakli Kadin Platformu

. Istanbul Kadin Kuruluglan Birligi

. Istanbul LGBTT Dayanisma Dernegi

. Izmir Bagimsiz Kadin Inisiyatifi

. Izmir Barosu Kadin Haklar1 ve Hukuk Aragtirmalar1 Merkezi
. Izmir Cigli Evka 2 Kadin Kiiltiir Dernegi (CEKEV)

. Izmir Kadin Dayanisma Dernegi

. Kadin Cinayetlerine Kars1 Acil Onlem Platformu

. Kadin Cinayetlerini Durduracagiz Platformu

. Kadin Calismalar1 Dernegi

. Kadin Egitim ve Istihdam Dernegi
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Kadin Erkek Birlikte Sosyal Esitlik Dernegi (KEBSED)
Kadinin insan Haklari -Yeni Goziimler Dernegi (KiH-Y()
Kadinlara Hukuki Destek Merkezi (KAHDEM)

Kadin Dayanisma Vakfi

Kadinlarla Dayanisma Vakfi (KADAV)

Kadin Emegi istihdami Girisimi (KEIG)

Kadin Meclisleri

Kadin Partisi

Kadin Yazarlar Dernegi

Karadeniz Kadin Dayanisma Dernegi (KarKad-Der)
Karya Kadin Dernegi

Kadin Adaylar1 Destekleme Dernegi (KA-DER) (Merkez ve sube temsilcileri)
Kadin Adaylar1 Destekleme Dernegi Ankara Subesi (KA-DER Ankara Subesi)
KAZETE - Bagimsiz Kadin Gazetesi

Kadin Erkek Esitligi Dernegi - KAZETEDER

Kadin Merkezi Vakfi (KAMER) (23 Sube)

Kaos Gey ve Lezbiyen Kiiltiirel Arastirmalar ve Dayanisma Dernegi (KaosGL)
Kapadokya Kadin Dayanisma Dernegi

Kirmizi Biber Dernegi

Kirmiz1 Semsiye Cinsel Saglik ve insan Haklar1 Dernegi
Korfez Bagimsiz Kadin Dayanismasi

Lambdalstanbul LGBTI Dayanigsma Dernegi

Mavigol Kadin Dernegi

Medya izleme Grubu (MEDIZ)

Mersin LGBT 7 Renk Egitim ve Arastirma Dernegi

Mor Cati1 Kadin Si8inag1 Vakfi

Mor Salkim Kadin Dayanisma Dernegi

MorEl Eskisehir LGBT

Mugla Emek Benim Kadin Dernegi

Ordu Kadini Gliglendirme Dernegi

Pembe Hayat LGBTT Dayanisma Dernegi

Petrol-Is Sendikas1 Kadin Dergisi

Kapatilan Selis Kadin Dernegi Emekgileri

Sinir Tanimayan Kadinlar

Siyah Pembe Ucgen izmir Dernegi

Sosyal Politikalar Cinsiyet Kimligi ve Cinsel Yonelim Calismalar1 Dernegi (SPoD LGBTI)
Sosyalist Kadin Meclisi (SKM)

Sosyal Dayanisma Ag1 (SODA)

Toplumsal Cinsiyet ve Kadin Calismalar1 Dernegi
Trabzon Kadin Gelisim ve iletisim Dernegi

Trans Danisma Merkezi (T-DER)

Tiirk Anneler Dernegi Trabzon Subesi

Turk Kadinlar Birligi

Tiirk Universiteli Kadinlar Dernegi (TUKD) (24 sube)
Tiirk Tabipler Birligi Kadin Hekimler Kolu

Turkiye Kadin Dernekleri Federasyonu

Ucan Siipiirge Kadin Iletisim ve Arastirma Dernegi
Ucan Siiptirge Vakfi

Urfa Yasamevi Kadin Dayanisma Dernegi

Yasam Kadin Cevre Kiiltiir ve Isletme Kooperatifi (YAKA-KOOP)
Yasam Kadin Merkezi Dernegi

Yasamevi Kadin Dayanisma Dernegi

Kapatilan Van Kadin Dernegi Emekgileri (V’AKAD)



94. Van Saray Ilcesi Kadin Cocuk ve Aile iliskilerini Gelistirme Modernlestirme Koruma ve
Giclendirme Dernegi
95. Tirkiye Yunanistan Kadinlari Baris Girisimi



